alnited States Mint, Lhiladelphia, Lenn., 


MELTER AND REFINER’S DEPARTMENT, 


29 April : HIG ; 


A, 

When Goth and Shor ming, 
bpcially im Nevada some years pimce , deur gemurat/ 
autimiarce,, the then Uwecdor ft Mut, the te £* 
Lindman , reported ov the pubyect Te tin Jeemhary 
of Mex Sreasury 5 aud uppded ON Of fecens if Ma’ 
be cceupird with mefiniug te Mor full repauly aad pretty 
beypud . Then arhed what-eur bitty was, JS nyprrsbhed/ 
IC from tha neturns of actual workings , but vated further 
Heat wrth aore parvclaae pars, we could mencase cur Capacity 

 ryfiun ,— tal of thre wow « masennble pretprd tf a 
ruoveated demand, we phew forthauth endor Auch pars, 
because, according G all tur prerius ypuiiuct, te 

uly colabichontac Whauc wie precured. Mhciaa , were a 


Howe Cane ofteward the Director informed me That 


q 


Miatjhoute decliued making thi at any pric, but thea (lw 


Khard ©. Komuey war mgayed in making porcelain pars 
Aw a Philad. 
Mt the DirecHory pugy ttiru we tried some fare of 
WW Remmeys wake, -found That Thy would ust reetet 
rudden chaugia ff fanpuretare . Upon ryamincug ti beely 
ofthe ware Sfeund it be porelare , tut ef iuprion yale, 
partiking too asch ofthe wale of lass, wd puggered li 
W"Temmey wwjprovemds in The Ompedctirn if tee 
Aedy; at Mt paue Cane S cautiourd him agacwet te 


making andl we iting hs pars, by repealed, boa tog 
valor m Mom by Hea, and while they did improve 
MD) 


aH 


z. 


bpp lcd an cred under 4 mouths To 2 yard frou Mineceypl. . 


Od 


Os a firok rault ford wr 
Sa 4 but Mat ercadiondlly onc would Intachorousty 7 
break without frevrua warecug. S tirafercouuder — 
td [iia andafe for the pardiny poo com by onlie acd 
het 6 oll Cipusida, im tur coup leting reftuiny, by oh frdricl, 
Fy SG NEE fe Bnpeig anit) 
sotitined an hand , Veter cheuaseal cperatiend,— in Ll of 
Which puratinns proce , they prove Orbe hat we 
candanie , far before any Armware wach ve kere vsed. 

Tha ike dupsncudindeut How. James (lock, made 
a purchate | ge fat year whith added Chie ov haud, 
wakes our praenk Hack f bout 50 Od of Memes | 
wape. Mh pcan we supley, poriec 12 0/ Sf Mate 
Mian one ov we wr fractured vn that Tome. Apould a 


degree crumendurate wit te promeee tld euto 


fee yas per, we mtg wll mecol UM Thi part we 
howe and pretatl, Mey MEH Af, wre wore neces te 
td W wae Tham directly for parting with nitro acl, S 
would te crmpelled te moewt-o auethod, of possctte, of 
wing He ford without vith of oaing precesus metat 
by fracture, Yh pce neva airhed. for Tha pai ig much 
mire midarede than t wed, atthe’ Sdo not know Mh v- 
act price par by Ws Cate Joporurteadout batt year. 

View is wo doutt that Mac late Divector tht brut 
capital 1 ths far typasion Pf refeing hd anol 
to promo a deffirency of hs. Gorman ef fanctar , vu good 
frvs — Mak W/” Kemmsy tut a large amount of capi 
tal mn tanning thee seccend, which ke achieved I fear it 
rund hun), — What (Miss. Savage, Kayser YH made 
hens advanced Mc yoodd %y raten othe pric we 
frac for thaw 
tee pn J tpi hs wi jut, 

Po 


— ee —— SE  ——- 


a 


> 


the on Hi passctl protect rfa large ucvease of hefe- 
ncag Geld ancl Aleve in the (mule of Mx Usutiel Hater, 
OU en Ciaying tw vercrad chanical operations frarow which 
wt have bam more ov fs difarred ty eur Comcticl thace 











U.S. Mint, Melter a 


oes PaEyy., 





No. of Enclosures, |. 
| 7G =... 
pom ate ie. 19 gH. 


_— 


NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 116 


[Abstract:] Reports upon Remmey Porcelain pots for use in parting &c. 225 


United States Mint, Philadelphia, Penn., 
Melter and Refiner’s Department, 
April 28, 1879 


Sir, 


When Gold and Silver Mining, especially in Nevada some years since, drew general 
attention by its extensive development, and promise of continuance, the then Director of the 
Mint, the late Dr. Linderman, reported on the subject to the Secretary of the Treasury; and 
expressed to the Officers of the Mint his conviction that the Mints of the U. States would be 
occupied with refining to their full capacity and possibly beyond. When asked what our ability 
was, I expressed it from the returns of actual workings, but stated further that with more 
porcelain jars, we could increase our capacity to refine, - that if there were a reasonable prospect 
of an increased demand, we should forthwith order such jars, because, according to all our 
previous experience, the only establishment, whence we procured them, never supplied an order 
under 18 months to 2 years from its receipt. 


Some time afterward the Director informed me that we could no longer procure them 
from the same source, since that house declined making them at any price, but that Mr. Richard 
C. Remmey was engaged in making porcelain jars here in Philada. 


At the Director’s suggestion we tried some jars of Mr. Remmey’s make, & found that 
they would not resist sudden changes of temperature. Upon examining the body of the ware I 
found it be porcelain, but of inferior grade, partaking too much of the nature of glass, and 
suggested to Mr. Remmey improvements in the composition of the body; at the same time I 
cautioned him against the unusual difficulties besetting the attempt, and against the great risk of 
loss, even if successful. He continued making and we testing his jars, by repeatedly boiling water 
in them by steam, and while they did improve in quality, they were still inferior to the German 
porcelain, in resisting sudden changes of temperature. 


As a final result we found many jars in which we could boil water many successive times 
successfully, but that occasionally one would treacherously break without previous warning. I 
therefor considered them unsafe for the parting process by nitric acid. We use them however 
advantageously for diluting & settling hot & cold liquids, in our completing refining by oil of 
vitriol, for filtering and washing precipitates, for keeping acid solutions on hand, & other 
chemical operations, in all of which operations & processes, they prove to be all that we can 
desire, for before any stone-ware which we have used. 


The late Superintendent, Hon. James Pollock, made a purchase of jars last year, which, 
added to those on hand, makes our present stock of about 50 jars of Remmey’s make. At present 
we employ some 12 or 15 of these jars in the Refining work of the year, but not more than one or 
two are fractured in that time. Should a demand arise for more extensive refining, in any degree 
commensurate with the promise held out a few years since, we might well need all the jars we 
have and probably many more. If we were necessitated to use them directly for parting with 
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nitric acid, I would be compelled to invent a method, if possible, of using the jars without risk of 
losing precious metal by fracture. The price now asked for the jars is much more moderate than it 
was, altho’ I do not know the exact price paid by the late Superintendent last year. 


There is no doubt that the late Director of the Mint, confident of the future expansion of 
refining, and unable to procure a sufficiency of the German apparatus, in good faith encouraged 
Mr. Remmey to make the Porcelain Jars, - that Mr. Remmey spent a large amount of capital in 
attaining the success, which he achieved, (I fear it ruined him), - that Mess. Savage, Keyser & 
Stovell made heavy advances on the goods by reason of the price we paid for them. 


While my personal sympathies are warm toward these persons, I do not perceive how we 
can, in justice to the Government increase our stock of jars, - except it be on the possible 
prospect of a large increase of Refining Gold and Silver in the Mints of the United States, - or in 
carrying on various chemical operations from which we have been more or less debarred by our 
limited space. 


Tam 

Very Respectfully yours 
Jas. C. Booth 

M&R 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Superintendent. 


